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Central Avra Valley Storage and Recovery Project

Partners Help Tucson Implement the
One Water 2100 Plan
In a city where water is life, the One Water 2100 Plan represents Tucson's bold
vision for a sustainable and resilient future.

Approved by Mayor and City Council in the fall of 2023, the plan emerged from extensive
community involvement and reflects Tucson Water's commitment to proactive water
management to achieve water resilience, equity, stewardship of the Sonoran Desert, and
to champion quality of life for all Tucsonans. It guides the utility’s policies, programs, and
investments for the future.

By providing a clear set of community-supported strategies, One Water 2100 has helped
Tucson secure assistance from federal, state, and local partners to put the plan into
action. In the past three years, Tucson Water has obtained over $200 million in support
through federal agreements, grants, forgivable or low-interest loans, and other sources.
These investments help fulfill the vision of One Water 2100, improving our community’s
critical water infrastructure while reducing the impact on Tucson Water’s ratepayers.

Here are examples of key strategies from One Water 2100, projects underway that help
implement these strategies, and how partners provide support.

Surface Water Management Strategy: By maximizing the benefits of Colorado River
water and storing excess in our facilities, Tucson Water can increase local groundwater
resources.

Project: Upgrades to replace aging infrastructure at Tucson Water's Central Avra Valley
Storage and Recovery Project—a primary delivery point for our Colorado River water—
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are underway and will allow more water to be delivered in the future. This $8 million
project is being implemented using funds from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s
(USBOR) System Conservation Implementation Agreement (SCIA), in which USBOR
compensates Tucson for leaving a portion of its annual Colorado River allocation in Lake
Mead.

Recycled Water Strategy: Expanding recycled water use diversifies Tucson's water
portfolio, reduces demand for other water sources, and promotes sustainability.

Project: Expansion of the Shirley C. Scott Southeast Houghton Area Recharge
Project increases storage capacity for recycled water. This $4 million project is
funded by a grant from the Arizona Water Infrastructure Authority (WIFA), SCIA
funds, and a federal budget appropriation.

Groundwater Protection: Partnering with regional organizations, Tucson Water focuses
on protecting aquifers from contamination and accelerating cleanup efforts to restore our
local groundwater supply.

Project: Construction of a treatment plant at the Tucson Airport Remediation Project
(TARP) on Tucson’s south side will remove PFAS from groundwater. This project is
underway with $24.9 million from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
(ADEQ).

Stormwater Projects: Stormwater management projects capture and recharge
stormwater, mitigating flood risks and enhancing local water supplies.

Project: The El Vado Stormwater Park Project, completed in 2023, added more than
400,000 gallons of stormwater harvesting capacity to reduce local flooding and
sustainably support a 136,000-square-foot native vegetation habitat. This project was
constructed by Pima County Regional Flood Control District for $1.1 million and is
maintained jointly by the District and the City of Tucson’s Storm to Shade program.

Demand Management: Having the flexibility to adapt as conditions change while
ensuring safe, reliable water for all requires demand management strategies focused on
expanding the success of Tucson Water's conservation program.

Projects: With the support of more than $2 million in grants from WIFA, Tucson
Water has launched a rebate for replacing turf grass with desert-friendly landscaping
and is replacing old, water-inefficient fixtures and appliances in hundreds of
apartments in underserved parts of the community.

The One Water 2100 Plan is more than a policy document; it is a commitment to the
future of Tucson. Tucson Water thanks our partners in the region, the nation, and most
importantly our community. Together, we are ensuring that Tucson thrives in harmony
with its precious water resources.

Click here to learn more about the One Water 2100 Plan
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Support Local Nurseries
Spring planting will be here soon! If you’re planning to add new plants to your yard, buying
from a local nursery is a great way to go and here’s why:

Healthy native plants - Local nurseries offer a variety of native plants adapted to the
local and regional environment making them suitable for a sustainable and low-
maintenance yard. These plants require fewer chemical fertilizers and pesticides,
creating a healthier habitat. Nurseries ensure plants are grown in quality soil for stronger
root systems, better nutrient absorption, and resiliency to disease, avoiding introduction
of foreign pests to your garden.

Expert advice – Local nursery workers are knowledgeable in plant selection and care for
growing in our Sonoran Desert. It is their job to know plants! Some employees have
horticultural degrees and may be graduates of Pima Smartscape, a sustainable
landscape professional training program funded by the Tucson Water Conservation Fee
at the University of Arizona Cooperative Extension.

Community win – Supporting local businesses keeps dollars in our community and is
better for our environment. Local nurseries have lower shipping and trucking needs
reducing the carbon footprint of plants purchased. Native plant varieties promote regional
biodiversity, supporting local wildlife and ecosystems.

Nursery experience – Strolling a plant nursery can be an enjoyable, relaxing experience!
Surrounded by plants inhaling fresh air is a health booster; along with an opportunity to
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Surrounded by plants, inhaling fresh air is a health booster; along with an opportunity to
discover the variety of plants available and engage with a nursery worker that will share a
thing or two. Local nurseries are located throughout Tucson, so consider planning a visit
to get inspiration for the spring planting season.

Click here to discover more landscape resources
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How can I report water waste?
Reporting Water Waste is Easy!

The City’s Water Waste Ordinance establishes that water
should be used efficiently in landscapes, and that timely
repairs are made to broken irrigation systems. Water
waste is defined as allowing water to escape from a
private property onto another property, alley, or street.

If you see water waste, you can report it in three ways:

1. Email us at WaterWaste@tucsonaz.gov
2. Leave a message at (520) 791-2514
3. Submit an online request via the 311 Service

Request Portal
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LEARN MORE

City of Tucson
Environmental Services

Fast fashion is out!
Embrace a zero-waste lifestyle this year!
Here are some tips to avoid fast fashion
trends:

Shop mindfully, go to thrift stores for
costumes and more!
Before discarding clothes, use T-
shirts as cleaning rags
Purchase quality timeless pieces,
instead of trendy pieces

LEARN MORE

Pima County
Wastewater Reclamation

Watch the Skies!
Pima County Wastewater Reclamation
offers birdwatching opportunities at two of
our water reclamation facilities (WRF),
open at 7 a.m. daily: Green Valley WRF at
2201 N. Old Nogales Highway and Avra
Valley WRF at 10000 W. Snyder Hill Road.

Call 520-724-6500 or click the link below
for rules, directions, and hours.
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Water Matters is a monthly newsletter brought to you by Tucson Water

Tucson Water is a department of the City of Tucson

Tucson Water
310 W. Alameda St.

P.O. Box 27210
Tucson, AZ 85726-7210
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