5/2/25, 1:10 PM May Water Matters

Learning Flows at Tucson’s Water
Festivals

Have you been at a city park during a school day and seen rows of colorful tents filled
with excited students? These are 4th graders from local elementary schools,
accompanied by their teachers and parent volunteers, engaging in an immersive Water
Festival experience. If you look closer, you'll see that these tents are labeled Water
Cycle, Water Sustainability, Watershed, and Groundwater, and community volunteers
are busy leading interactive lessons with these students.

With funds from a Water Conservation Fee paid by customers, Tucson Water has
invested in a robust K12 education program focused on water resources and water
conservation, reaching nearly 750,000 students in the last 15 years! If you know an
educator or school-age kid, ask if they've been to a water festival or had Dr. Faucet in
their classroom -- if they have, they can likely share memorable details.

The University of Arizona's Arizona Project WET (Water Education Today) has been a
key partner in delivering these Water Festivals and providing standards-based, high-
quality, engaging water education across Arizona for 20 years. Arizona Project WET's
mission is to develop the next generation of water stewards through student-centered
instruction and Arizona-specific content.

"Arizona Project WET helped me to create Water Festival opportunities
within our district boundaries so that our entire 4th grade could participate
and learn in their own local, school communities. The Water Festival, in
partnership with our classroom teachers, helps students to learn about
how water moves within the natural system and how they as citizens can
be better conservators of the precious resource that is water. This
partnership has been going strong for the past two years and we look
forward to continuing to work with them in this important endeavor."

-William Kotter
Science Coordinator
Sunnyside Unified School District

Tucson Water sponsors several Project WET Water Festivals, and this school year, 4th
graders from Sunnyside, Marana, Amphitheater, and Tucson Unified School Districts
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were able to participate. 1 hese educational field days are the culmination ot teacher

training sessions provided by Arizona Project WET, followed by the teachers' delivering
lessons to their students. The students learn about our local water cycle and water
resources, emphasizing understanding our local groundwater system and becoming
better water stewards.

During the festival, students explore four different stations with hands-on activities. At
the groundwater station, students conduct experiments using a groundwater model.
The water cycle station features a dice game where students pretend to be water drops
moving through the different parts of the water web. A watershed model allows
students to see how water moves from the mountains into the valley and humans'
impact within this system. The water conservation station features a relay game
demonstrating the importance of saving every drop.

Tucson's Water Festivals are a joyful day of learning and community building. Tucson
Water staff proudly serve alongside other community members to lead Water Festival
lessons. Volunteers see the hard work of teachers and students who have prepared for
this day and now get to put their learning to work through active and meaningful
activities. These Water Festivals create memorable learning moments and
opportunities to instill a conservation ethic in the next generation of Tucsonans who
understand our water system and are ready to become responsible desert dwellers.

To learn about educator opportunities or sign up to volunteer, visit
projectwet.arizona.edu
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Flush less, save more, get a $100 rebate!
Did you know?

Nationally, if all old, inefficient toilets in the United States were
replaced with WaterSense labeled models, we could save more
than 260 billion gallons of water per year or the amount of
water that flows over Niagara Falls in about five days.

- Environmental Protection Agency

Get incentivized to join in on the savings! Tucson Water customers can get a $100
rebate per toilet for a maximum of 2 toilets per property when swapping their old toilet
for a new MaP Premium WaterSense-labeled toilet. Manufacturers must apply to get
the label for their products, which go through rigorous, third-party testing for both
efficiency and flushing performance. This process ensures the toilet flushes no more
than 1.1 gallons per flush and 1.28 gallons per dual flush and achieves a high-
performance score, removing at least 600 grams of solid waste per flush. If you're
ready to begin the savings, make sure you purchase a toilet from the qualified list of
products on our website and learn more about the requirements here.
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CUSTOMERS

I'm thinking about removing my

p. Info pool. Where can | learn more?
é onTap

of their backyard pools.

Water utilities Tucson Water, Metro Water, Oro Valley
Water, and Marana Water created a hyper-local website
to help you estimate savings and explore the benefits of

pool removal.

For more information, visit poolremovalhelp.org

One in six pool owners surveyed wish they could get rid
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City of Tucson
Environmental Services

Compost Awareness Week

Compost Awareness Week is May 4-10!
Join the City of Tucson’s FoodCycle at
Home program and turn your food scraps
into nutrient-rich compost for our
community. It's easy, collect your food
waste and drop it off at designated sites
to help reduce landfill waste and support
local sustainability efforts.

Get involved today! Attend an upcoming
training.

LEARN MORE
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Pima County
Wastewater Reclamation

Reviewing Our Rates

The Pima County Regional Wastewater
Reclamation Department has kept sewer
rates the same for eight years, but
inflation and maintenance costs have
stressed the budget. We're considering a
rate increase and we want to keep you
informed. Click below to review the
proposed increases and submit your
comments; copies are also available at
201 N. Stone Ave., 3rd floor.

LEARN MORE
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